
Essential Christian Doctrines

Lesson 13



The Early Churches Doctrines

• As Christianity spread throughout the Roman Empire in the first two centuries, false 
teachers were spreading deviant forms of faith.

• Around 200 AD in order to protect congregations from these false teachings, a summary 
of essential beliefs that could be traced back to the apostles emerged very early in the 
church’s history.  The summary became known as the “Rule of Faith.”

• New believers were required to memorize the truths found in the “Rule” before they were baptized.
• Although the precise wording of the Rule of Faith varied slightly from church to church, the same essential 

truths could be found in each variation.
• Also known as Law of Faith, Rule of Truth, Norm of Truth

• The Rule of Faith evolved into the Apostle’s Creed over the next 20-40 years.

• By 325 A.D. Christianity was experiencing more false teaching and convened in Nicene to 
reconfirm the basic Christian beliefs.

• Today, the Apostles Creed and The Nicene Creed represents the most basic teachings of 
the Christian beliefs.  These are called the Essential Doctrines.  They are considered 
essential beliefs one must have for salvation.
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Three Orders of Theological Issues

1. First-order issues:  Doctrines that are essential to the Christian faith, such as the Trinity, the full deity and humanity of 
Jesus Christ, justification by faith, the authority of Scripture, and the bodily return of Jesus.  First-order doctrines 
represent the most fundamental truths of the Christian faith, and a denial of these doctrines represents nothing less 
than an eventual denial of Christianity itself.

1. Second-order issues:  Non-essential doctrines on which believing Christians may disagree but which will result in 
significant boundaries between congregations.  Whether to baptize infants or believers is a second-order issue.  The 
question of whether women should be ordained as church leaders also belongs to the second order, etc…

2. Third-order issues:  Non-essential issues over which Christians should learn to disagree agreeably.  “Christians who 
affirm the bodily, historical, and victorious return of the Lord Jesus Christ may differ over timetable and sequence 
without rupturing the fellowship of the church.  Christians may find themselves in disagreement over any number of 
issues related to the interpretation of difficult texts or the understanding of matters of common disagreement.  
Nevertheless, standing together on issues of more urgent importance, believers are able to accept one another without 
compromise when third-order issues are in question



Apostles Creed Nicene Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven 
and earth

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

and in Jesus Christ God’s only Son our Lord: Who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten of the Father before all worlds, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; Who for us, 
and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man;

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried, He descended into hell

he was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered, and was buried, 

The third day He rose again from the dead. and the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures, 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty,

and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father;

thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. from thence he shall come again, with glory, to judge the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no 
end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the Father (and the Son), who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

the holy catholic church, In one holy catholic and apostolic church

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, we acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins

the resurrection of the body, we look for the resurrection of the dead

and life everlasting and the life of the world to come, 



The Apostle’s Creed - Explanation

I believe in God the Father Almighty. The creed starts by saying I believe, and we must first understand what is meant by this word believe. It doesn’t mean I believe in the modern 
rational sense, whereby we hold a proposition to be true or false with our minds. This belief is a heart based one; it’s a surrender into unconditional 
trust with a power greater than ourselves. It’s more like saying “I do” in marriage, it’s a symbol of our trust in, and relationship with, God. God 
represents here the Source of all, the mystery from which we came, the longing in our hearts. That God is our Father we know from Jesus who 
affectionately referred to his Abba (father), the Source and origin of his true identity. God, our Father, is almighty in his ability to be an unending 
and unchanging source of love. No matter how much we’re suffering, that love is always embracing us.

the Creator of heaven and earth. To call God the Creator is to say that all that exists- heaven and earth- emanates out of this loving source we call the Father. God is “the Origin 
behind which nothing more can be sought”. And as the Origin is ultimately unwavering love, it means creation is fundamentally holy. “In God we live 
and move and have our being” (Acts 17:27-28).

and in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord. 

Christians believe in Jesus Christ as one in whom the Father was fully present. If God as love were only simply One, then his love would only be self-
love. But the triune God pours out his love, and Jesus Christ fully opened himself in surrender to that love, and in so doing became the Divine in 
human form. The Hebrew phrase ‘Son of God’ refers “to likeness, not descent”. Thus Jesus is someone in whom people came to encounter the 
likeness of the Divine; in Jesus God had become flesh. To call Jesus Lord is to say that he has ultimate authority. And the authority he has, and to 
which we put our faith, is the authority of the Love that he embodied in this world. This lordship of love, peace and justice will inevitably clash with 
other forms of dominant power and authority in the world. This clash is a distinct danger when we become disciples of love.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary. 

The Eternal Christ in Jesus of Nazareth was born of the Divine spark that flows through all. Jesus, the Son, “permits in full consciousness and with full 
consent to the divine plan for redemption, [for] himself to be used as the Father wishes” (4). By surrendering and becoming receptive to his Source, 
his Abba, God as Holy Spirit breathed a new kind of life into our Lord Jesus Christ. That he was born of the Virgin Mary is to signal that something 
new and important has taken place. We’ve entered into a new era, a new cosmos, with the birth of Christ. Also, with the Annunciation scene in 
Luke, Mary saying yes to housing the Spirit within her doubles up on the theme of our becoming a human receptacle for the Holy Spirit. A new era 
of Divine-human relations has begun.

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried. 

The mention of suffering under Pontius Pilate is not simply to point out a historical fact. It’s to highlight that Jesus’ radical path of love and justice 
will bring the wrath of those in positions of power and domination in our world. This is the risk of love (5). Jesus also suffered the pains and 
afflictions of the world, unto the cross. In faithfulness to God, he bore witness to the immense suffering in the world, with an open heart
overflowing with the Divine love. The mention that he was crucified for this is also more than historical. Its depth is discovered if we remember that 
it’s God who has become flesh in the Son. Thus, even in the midst of this horrific event, brought on by Jesus’ ministry of love, God is willfully 
present. God is unwaveringly present with all those who suffer. To emphasize that Jesus “died and was buried” is to indicate that a real, fully human 
body actually died and was lowered into the ground. It’s also to emphasize that Jesus was eradicated by the power structures he chose to stand up 
to, once again stressing the dangerous nature of walking this path of God.

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-17-27_17-28/
http://www.beamsandstruts.com/articles/item/786-understanding-the-apostles-creed#4
http://www.beamsandstruts.com/articles/item/786-understanding-the-apostles-creed#5


The Apostle’s Creed - Explanation

He descended into hell. The third day 
He arose again from the dead. . 

To mention that he descended into hell is again to emphasize that he was truly dead. Furthermore, Jesus Christ died for the work of 
Divine love, and thus his literal, sacrificial death becomes a source of spirit and life to the living. The fact that he actually died and 
descended into the underworld- Hades or the Hebrew Sheol- also sets up the next statement regarding his resurrection. Not even the 
prison bars of hell could contain the One in whom the Holy had become flesh; Jesus is even depicted as preaching the good news to the 
dead (1 Peter 3:19). The Resurrection of Jesus indicates not that he has come back to life, a la Lazarus, but that he still lives, is still a force 
in the universe. Moreover, it shows that God has vindicated Jesus’ life and ministry by “raising him up” in this way. The death and 
resurrection of Jesus also works on another level, as an example of how we ourselves can be saved. For us fellow mortals “who have 
fallen captive to decay because of having turned away from God, [we] are presented, through the calling back of the One into eternal life, 
with the hope, indeed, the certainty, of following after him (1 Cor 15: 21-22)” .
First of all, we have to look at the creed from a historical perspective. We know that the Apostles’ Creed was not written by the apostles, 
but it’s called the Apostles’ Creed because it was the early Christian community’s attempt to give a summary of apostolic teaching. This, 
like other creeds in the church’s history, was partly a response to distorted teachings that were present in some communities; it was 
statement of orthodox belief. The earliest reference we can find to that “descent into hell” element of the Creed is around the middle of 
the third century. That doesn’t mean that it wasn’t in the original—we don’t know when the original was written—but it seems to be a 
later addition and has caused no small amount of controversy ever since. The reason for it is theological as well as biblical.
We see this problem: Jesus, when he’s on the cross in his dying agony, speaks to the thief next to him and assures him that “today you 
will be with me in paradise.” Now that statement from Jesus on the cross would seem to indicate that Jesus was planning to go to
paradise, which is not to be confused with hell. So in some sense Jesus goes to paradise. We know that his body goes into the tomb. His 
soul apparently is in paradise. When does he go to hell? Or does he go to hell?
In 1 Peter 3:19, Peter talks about “this Jesus, who by the same spirit by which he is raised from the dead goes and preaches to the lost 
spirits in prison.” That text has been used as the principal proof text to say that Jesus, at some point after his death, generally believed to 
be between his death and his resurrection, went to hell. Some people say that he went into hell to experience the fullness of the 
magnitude of suffering—the full penalty for human sin—in order to give complete atonement for sin. That is regarded by some as a
necessary element of Christ’s passion.
But most churches that believe in an actual descent of Jesus into hell do not see him going to hell for further suffering because Jesus 
declares on the cross, “It is finished.” Rather, he goes to hell to liberate those spirits who, from antiquity, have been held in prison. His 
task in hell then is one of triumph, liberating Old Testament saints. I personally think that the Bible is less than clear on that point 
because the lost spirits in prison could very well refer to lost people in this world. Peter doesn’t tell us who the lost spirits in prison are or 
where the prison is. People are making a lot of assumptions when they consider that this is a reference to hell and that Jesus went there 
between his death and his resurrection.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lazarus_of_Bethany
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Corinthians-15-21_15-22/
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Peter%203.19


The Apostle’s Creed - Explanation

He ascended into heaven, and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

To say that Jesus ascended to heaven is to indicate that he is once again in union with his Source, he has “returned to the starting point of his mission”. The Bible 
says that Christ, risen and with God, has become “hidden…in God” (Colossians 3:3). Yet his power to influence the world and move in our hearts remains, and “if we 
really participate in Christ’s resurrection, we even now rise again in newness of life to serve God and live in holiness, according to his will”. To say that he sits at the 
right hand of the Father is an image that Jesus is the most exalted one; God has divinely sanctioned him. It’s also meant to indicate the transfiguration of a human 
life into one that fully participates in the Father’s majesty and glory. And when it makes a point of calling the Father “Almighty”, it’s talking about the almighty 
power of love that is God’s nature (John 4:8).

thence He shall come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

This passage of the Creed can be interpreted in a couple of different ways, one more literal and one more symbolic. The more literal interpretation is that Jesus 
Christ will judge the living and the dead when he returns for the Second Coming. However, a more symbolic reading suggests that “on the deepest level…only those 
whose lives are attuned to divine justice are truly alive; the others are more dead than living”. To awaken from the dead, is to awaken to a life lived in Christ and the 
Lord who loves us.

I believe in the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God alive within the world. In both the Old and New Testaments we get the same idea “of God’s Spirit pervading, brooding over everything, 
exercising divine influence over the whole of created beings”. The Holy Spirit is the life-breath energy within us that- if contacted and surrendered to
commune with Thy Will. As Karl Barth writes, “God’s mercies dwell first in God, and not in our hearts. But they change place: they pass from God into us. Here is the 
new creature, here is the revelation of man”. If we open to this life force within we will be directed toward acts of love, justice and service for others; the Holy Spirit 
animates us to be God’s verbs in the creation of the Kingdom of Heaven.

I believe in the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints. 

The Church is where those who are inspired by the Holy Spirit and are faithful to God come together in sacred community. The Church is ‘catholic’ because it is all
embracing; it’s not “an enclave within a profane godless world, but rather the movement, initiated by God, to communicate perfect salvation to all nations”  It is 
‘holy’ when it is infused and sanctified by the Holy Spirit. The early Church called all of its members “saints”; they were “made holy by belonging 
community in the Holy Spirit”. There is also reference here to the ultimate form of Christian communion. In Holy Communion we share in the body of Christ, just as 
in a Church community we share a life with one another.

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and life everlasting

To be in sin is to be in a state of alienation, it’s to be separated from our true nature in God. To believe in the forgiveness of sins is to believe that, just like the father 
of the prodigal son, God will always be there to embrace us when we return. God’s love always flows into our heart; if we open to that love, and become that love, 
we are ‘forgiven’. We’ll have come home out of exile and into reconciliation and healing. The resurrection of the body refers to the resurrection and sanctification of 
all of creation by God. Because Jesus allowed himself to be a house for the Holy Spirit, his death was not final. He still lives in us and in the Church. With the coming 
reign of God, “the materiality of nature will not dissipate into Spirit but rather will take on a new form beyond the reach of decay”. The resurrection of the body 
speaks to the coming transformation of all of creation. Life everlasting does not refer to a realm of eternal life once we are dead, but rather to a faith in the eternal 
source of life that is Spirit. It does not speak of the afterlife, but of a life “lived in fullness” here on this Earth (John 10:10). Access to eternal life is not found in some 
other dimension, but is found when we surrender ourselves to the “great Now that dissolves time”, and to our Father who gives of himself eternally 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Colossians-3-3/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-4-8/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-10-10/


Essential Doctrines Identified By Early Churches (1)

God’s Unity God’s Tri-Unity (Trinity) Human Depravity

Explanation There is only one God.  He has always 
existed and will always exist.  There is 
one – and only one – God, Creator of the 
universe.

While there is only one God, he exists eternally 
in three persons.  In the Bible, the Father is 
called God (2 Thes 1:2); the Son (Jesus) is 
called God (Jn 1:1-5, 10:30-33, 20:28; Heb 1:8; 
Phil 2:9-11), and the Holy Spirit is called God 
(Acts 5:3-4, 2 Cor 3:17).  God is one substance, 
but three Persons in relationship.  There are 
more than 60 passages in the Bible that 
mention the three Persons together.

Since God is a personal Being, he wants 
personal relationships with human beings.  
Human depravity means that every human is 
spiritually separated from God, totally 
incapable of saving himself.  When Adam 
sinned, he died spiritually and his relationship 
with God was severed.  Additionally, all of 
Adam’s descendants are “dead in trespasses” 
(Eph 2:1).  Without a new birth (being created 
anew) no one can enter life everlasting with 
God (Jn 3:3).

What I need to believe There is only one God God is one essence, but three persons We are sinful and cannot please God by our 
own good works alone.  We can never be good 
enough.

What’s at Stake Knowing The Only True God. The unity and relational nature of God. When we try to deal with the problem of sin, 
separation and death on our own terms, we 
will fail, resulting in eternal separation from 
God.

Scripture Reference Deut 6:4; Ex 20:2-3; Isa 43:10-11 Mat 3:16-17, 28:19, 2 Cor 13:14) Rom 3:10-11

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/2-Thessalonians-Chapter-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-1-1_1-5/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-10-30_10-33/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-20-28/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Hebrews-1-8/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Philippians-2-9_2-11/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-5-3_5-4/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/2-Corinthians-3-17/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Ephesians-2-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-3-3/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Deuteronomy-6-4/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Exodus-20-2_20-3/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Isaiah-43-10_43-11/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-3-16_3-17/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-28-19/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/2-Corinthians-13-14/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Romans-3-10_3-11/


Essential Doctrines Identified By Early Churches (2)
Christ’s Virgin Birth Christ’s Sinlessness Christ’s Deity

Explanation Jesus was born as a result of a miracle:  Mary, 
Jesus’ mother, became pregnant without ever 
having sexual relations.  The doctrine of Jesus’ 
Virgin Birth is not primareily about Mary’s virginity 
and miraculous conception.  Though this miracle 
fulfilled a preordained prophecy (Isa 7:14), the 
reason it is essential as to do with God’s 
supernatural intervention.  Our sin is not merely 
something we do – it is who we are.  It is inborn.  
Our depravity is transmitted to us from our parents 
(Ps 51:5, 1 Cor 15:22; Rom 5:12-15).  Because God 
interrupted the natural birth process in the case of 
Jesus, Jesus did not inherit a sin nature.  In other 
words, Jesus not only did not sin, he had no 
inclination to sin even when tempted.  He was 
perfect.

Christ was born of a virgin, and he 
did not suffer the effects of a sin 
nature.  Thoughout his life Jesus 
remained sinless.  Because of our 
sin, we could not have a relationship 
with God; but because Jesus did not 
sin he was perfectly able to 
represent us (stand in our place) 
before God.

The only way for humans to be restored 
spiritually to God was for God to build a bridge 
across the gap of separation.  So God, while 
retaining his full God nature, became a perfect 
man in Christ in order to bridge the chasm.  If 
he is not both God and Man he cannot 
mediate between God and man (1 Tim 2:5).  
Jesus Christ is the second Person in the Trinity

What I need to believe Jesus became a human being through a 
supernatural conception in Mary’s womb

The ability of God to represent us 
before God and thus provide 
salvation for us.

Jesus’ ability to save us.

What’s at Stake God’s supernatural intervention in order to break 
the bonds of sin.

The unity and relational nature of 
God.

When we try to deal with the problem of sin, 
separation and death on our own terms, we 
will fail, resulting in eternal separation from 
God.

Scripture Reference Mat 1:23, Jn 8:24 2 Cor 5:21; Heb 4:15; 1 Pet 2:22 John  1:1; Col 2:9; Heb 1:8 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Isaiah-7-14/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Psalms-51-5/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Corinthians-15-22/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Romans-5-12_5-15/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Timothy-2-5/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-1-23/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-8-24/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/2-Corinthians-5-21/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Hebrews-4-15/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Peter-2-22/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-1-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Colossians-2-9/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Hebrews-1-8/


Essential Doctrines Identified By Early Churches (3)
Christ’s Humanity Necessity of God’s Grace Necessity of Faith

Explanation Jesus was also fully human. Jesus got 
tired; he slept; he sweated; he got 
hungry and thirsty.  Without being fully 
human, Jesus could not pay the price for 
human sin.  He needed to be divine to 
have the power to save us, and he 
needed to be human in order to 
adequately represent us.  Christ had to 
be both divine and human.

Because of human depravity, we cannot save 
ourselves.  It is by God’s grace alone that 
salvation is possible.  God is right to call 
humankind to account for sin.  However, by his 
grace, undeserving people will be united in 
fellowship with him and avoid judgment.  
Without God’s grace, no one could come into 
relationship with God.  Relationship with God 
is peace, joy, and eternal life itself

Because of human depravity, we cannot save 
ourselves.  It is by God’s grace alone that 
salvation is possible.  God is right to call 
humankind to account for sin.  However, by his 
grace, undeserving people will be united in 
fellowship with him and avoid judgment.  
Without God’s grace, no one could come into 
relationship with God.  Relationship with God 
is peace, joy, and eternal life itself.

What I need to believe Jesus Christ was fully human, as well as 
fully divine.

God – and God alone – is able to save (rescue) 
us.

That faith, not works, connects us to God

What’s at Stake Confidence in Jesus’ ability to fully 
represent mankind in atonement

Our relationship to God, eternal life Whether we want to be judged by what we 
deserve or accept God’s undeserved grace

Scripture Reference Jn 1:14; Phil 2:7-8; Heb 2:14 Eph 2:8-9; Jn 15:5; Heb 2:14 Heb 11:6; Rom 4:5

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-1-14/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Philippians-2-7_2-8/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Hebrews-2-14/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Ephesians-2-8_2-9/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-15-5/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Hebrews-2-14/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Hebrews-11-6/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Romans-4-5/


Essential Doctrines Identified By Early Churches (4)

Christ’s Atoning Death Christ’s Bodily Resurrection Christ’s Bodily Ascension

Explanation The penalty for sin is death – not only 
physical death (separation of the soul 
from the body), but also spiritual death 
(separation of ourselves from God).  The 
penalty we owe to God was paid by 
Christ through his death on the cross.  
The acceptable payment had to be 
perfect, complete, and without fault.  
Christ, the perfect man, gave himself in 
our place, so that whosoever believes in 
him will not die (physically and 
spiritually) but have everlasting life (Jn
3:16)

The atoning death of Christ paid for our sins, 
but the process was not complete until he had 
defeated death by being physically resurrected 
in the same body (Jn 2:19-25).  Because Christ 
is the victor over death and the prototype of a 
new, glorified physical body, all of humanity 
will be resurrected and live forever in either 
heaven or hell

Christ died for our sins and was physically 
resurrected for our salvation.  Then forty days 
later, he was taken up (“ascended”) bodily into 
heaven.  Because Christ has ascended to the 
Father, the Holy Spirit now guides us, shows us 
where we are wrong and comforts us when we 
hurt.  Jesus’ going to the father means our life 
is kept safe in heaven with God.

What I need to believe Only Christ’s sinless life, sacrificial death, 
and bodily resurrection can bring us to 
God

Jesus rose bodily from the grave. Jesus Ascended, body and soul, to God

What’s at Stake The unique nature of Jesus’ work of 
salvation.

The proof that Jesus conquered death. The Holy Spirit’s work in the life of the believer

Scripture Reference Mark 10:45; 1 Pet 2:24, 3:18; John 14:6 Luke 24:39; Rom 4:25, 10:9 Luke 24:50-51; Jn 16:7; Acts 1:9-10

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-3-16/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-2-19_2-25/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Mark-10-45/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Peter-2-24/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Peter-3-18/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-14-6/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Luke-24-39/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Romans-4-25/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Romans-10-9/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Luke-24-50_24-51/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-16-7/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-1-9_1-10/


Essential Doctrines Identified By Early Churches (5)

Christ’s Intercession Christ’s Second Coming

Explanation Christ’s bodily ascension allowed him to 
serve as our mediator (or high priest) 
before God.  In God’s presence, Christ 
prays continually on our behalf.  Like a 
lawyer defends someone before a judge, 
so Jesus defends us before the bar of 
God’s law and against the accusations of 
Satan (Rev. 12:10)

Just as Christ left the world physically, so he 
will return in the same manner.  His second 
coming is the hope of the world.  When he 
returns, dead believers will receive their 
resurrected bodies.  Believers that are alive 
when he returns, will not die, but will be 
transformed into immortal physical bodies.  
Christ’s bodily return to earth will be visible to 
all, and believers will rule with him in his 
kingdom and live with him forever.  Those who 
do not believe will be separated from God’s 
goodness forever.  (judgment by God.)

What I need to believe Christ represents our best interests 
before God.

Jesus is coming again soon and we should be 
ready

What’s at Stake Assurance that my prayers are heard by 
God

Our hope of being together with Christ

Scripture Reference Heb 1:3, 4:15, 7:25; 1 Jn 2:1 Mat 24:30; Rev 22:12; Col 3:3-4; Luke 12:40

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-12-10/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Hebrews-1-3/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Hebrews-4-15/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Hebrews-7-25/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-2-1/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-24-30/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Revelation-22-12/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Colossians-3-3_3-4/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Luke-12-40/


What We Need To Believe For Salvation

1. There is only one God

2. God is one essence, but three persons

3. We are sinful and cannot please God by our own good works alone.  We can never be good enough.

4. Jesus became a human being through a supernatural conception in Mary’s womb

5. The ability of God to represent us before God and thus provide salvation for us.

6. Jesus’ ability to save us.

7. Jesus Christ was fully human, as well as fully divine.

8. God – and God alone – is able to save (rescue) us.

9. That faith, not works, connects us to God

10. Only Christ’s sinless life, sacrificial death, and bodily resurrection can bring us to God

11. Jesus rose bodily from the grave.

12. Jesus Ascended, body and soul, to God

13. Christ represents our best interests before God.

14. Jesus is coming again soon and we should be ready



The 14 Essential Doctrines of Christianity

1. God’s Unity

2. God’s Tri-Unity (Trinity)

3. Human Depravity

4. Christ’s Virgin Birth

5. Christ’s Sinlessness

6. Christ’s Deity

7. Christ’s Humanity

8. Necessity of God’s Grace

9. Necessity of Faith

10. Christ’s Atoning Death

11. Christ’s Bodily Resurrection

12. Christ’s Bodily Ascension

13. Christ’s Intercession

14. Christ’s Second Coming


