
Christian Basics:  Money
Lesson 11



God’s Principles On Money

• What Does The Bible say about our use of money.
• Nothing different than what the Bible says about every aspect of your life.
• Give unto God first.

• When people consider giving or giving more to God and His work, their first thought is of the financial 
shortfall they will experience.

• God issues a challenge to the hesitant:  Trust Me!  See if you are not better off after giving than before.
• We need to align our finances with God’s principles so that you enjoy the blessings that follow

• God’s Principles as defined in the Old Testament
• 10% of everything belonged to the Lord.  This is called a tithe or tithing  (Leviticus 27:30)
• Deuteronomy also stated two more tithes:

• A Second annual 10%
• Every third year an additional 10%

• God’s principle was that 23.3% of everything we have was to be given to Him.
• This represented the equivalent of tithe and taxes rolled into one amount.

• God’s Principles as defined in the New Testament
• The tithe is not mentioned specifically in the context of the New Testament
• The principle of proportional giving certainly is.
• That’s what the tithe was – the beginning point for giving as the Lord has blessed the giver.

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Leviticus-27-30/


Tithing Produces Blessings From God

• Malachi 3:10

• Seven Reasons from Malachi 3:10 to Tithe
• When we tithe, we put God first

• When we tithe, we prove God’s promise

• When we tithe, we profit from God’s provision

• When we tithe, we praise God’s name

• When we tithe, we personalize God’s Word

• When we tithe, we practice Godliness

• When we tithe, we participate in God’s work.

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Malachi-3-10/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Malachi-Chapter-3/#10


Putting God First

• People in Malachi’s day tried to act like they were tithing, but they 
were putting themselves first, not God.  (Malachi 1:8)
• They were bringing the worst of their flocks to give to God.
• In other words, they were giving sickly and crippled animals to God that they 

were all too happy to give the doctor.
• The sacrifice was of no value to the owners and subsequently of no value to 

God.
• God curses such givers (Malachi 1:14)
• God doesn’t want or need the leftovers from our life.  We would be guilty of 

the same thing today if we paid all our bills and bought what we wanted or 
needed with out money, then gave God the leftovers.

• Pay the Lord first.  Then everything else.  (Proverbs 3:9)

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Malachi-1-8/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Malachi-1-14/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Proverbs-3-9/


God’s Promise

• God wants us to test Him.  
• He says …  “Try Me now in this.”
• This is the only place I’m aware of in the Bible where God invites people to test His promise to see 

if it will come true.
• God wants us to test Him to see if He will provide the blessings He promises when we tithe.

• The way to test God is simply to begin giving Him a tenth of your income.
• You may think you can’t make it through the month if you do, but that’s where faith comes in.  

Faith to believe God will be true to His promises to pour out blessing upon you.
• You may sit down with you bills and budget and conclude on paper that you can’t afford to tithe.
• Faith says…  “Let’s trust God to keep His promise.”
• Ad so you begin expecting God to be true to His word.  And He will be!
• There won’t necessarily be a surprise check in the mail to make up what you’ve taken out of your 

budget to pay your tithe that first month.  But over time, you will see God’s faithfulness as His 
blessings begin to far outweigh anything you have given.

• Life is richer on 90% of your income than it ever will be on 100%



God’s Provisions

• Personal Blessing
• God will pour out blessings on (Malachi 3:10).
• It is not selfish to expect or to receive personal blessings.  God promises it.
• When we obey God blesses
• God’s blessings work out differently for every person.  And they have to be looked at from the perspective of 

the big picture.  Look back, count your blessings, name them one by one.  See what God has done.

• Material Blessing
• It takes “material” to survive in this world:  food, clothing, shelter, etc…
• We normally think of “money” when we think of material blessing.  We should instead, think of material 

blessings as those things our family needs to live on over the long Term.
• God has promised to provide more than we need:  “There will not be room enough to receive it.”  

• Spiritual Blessing
• Our heart will be where our treasure is.
• We need to serve God and not manna.
• God’s intent is to bless His people so they can be a blessing to others.
• That blessing begins with matters of obedience such as the tithe.



Praising God

• We honor the Lord when we give to Him (Proverbs 3:9)
• The tithe is a way of honoring the Lord.  If we spend that 10% on ourselves, 

guess who we would honor?

• There are lots of ways to honor people
• Rise when they enter the room

• Hold the door open for them

• Pay a compliment to them.

• Tithing is a way to specifically honor God.

• We choose to give Him the first part of money we receive to him 
above all else that we might do with the money.

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Proverbs-3-9/


Personalizing God’s Word

• God gives us lots of leeway in working out the practice of our faith…
• There’s no instruction in Scripture on ….

• Ministers wearing robes or not ….
• Churches having nurses
• Churches having Sunday School
• Churches having buildings ….
• The above are just some aspects of the faith in which we are free to make personal choices.

• When it comes to how we handle our money, we are not free to “freestyle”

• God has made it perfectly clear that we are accountable to Him for what we do 
with the material blessings He has given us, beginning with the tithe.

• One day we will stand before judgment seat of Christ and give account for our 
faithfulness in all areas of life, including our finances.

• Money is a very personal issues in the life of every child of God in terms of the 
accountability we have to obey Him in our finances.



Godliness

• Tithing is an expression of a heart that is committed to pleasing God, 
to obeying Him in all things.

• When you obey God in financial matters, your sensitivity to His will in 
all matters of life increases at the same time.



Participating In God’s Work

• God commanded the Israelites to bring “all the tithes into the 
storehouse”  (Malachi 3:10)

• What was the storehouse?
• Storage rooms in the Temple where tithes were stored

• Used by the priests in the conduct of offerings and for their support.

• When we pool God’s tithe together, we are able to accomplish great 
things for Him.  So for that reason, we are directly responsible to 
further the work God wants accomplished in the world.

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Malachi-3-10/

