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CAN A BELIEVER LOSE THEIR SALVATION 
No! 

Salvation is forever. 

Next question, please. 

Understanding that once God saves someone, it is forever and it is nearly that easy to explain. 

As a young man in 1974, I accidentally walked into a small bible study at work during my lunch hour.  I was 

Catholic at the time and didn’t really want to engage with this group of men in any sort of ‘religious’ conversa-

tion.  However, I was invited to stay and joined their small group.  Lauren Long, was running the study.  We 

had a bit of a discussion and while I was trying to politely leave, he said something that caught my attention.  

That day Lauren led me to the Lord and that evening I led my wife to the Lord. 

It happened I was back at the Bible Study the next day at Lunch.  And for the next five years, I studied with 

this small group of men.  During the first day when Lauren shared the gospel with me, he mentioned that I 

could know without a doubt that I would be saved, and spend eternity in heaven with God.  I was all ears at 

that statement.  I really, really wanted to spend eternity with God. 

I’m going to share the nine points in the Bible that Lauren taught me over the first year that absolutely con-

firms the eternal security of the believer.  This chart summarizes what Lauren shared.  Salvation must be seen 

as a work of God.  We are His workmanship, a new creation at the moment of Salvation. 



In the chart on the previous page, I have included the nine points guaranteeing our salvation as well as the sup-

porting scriptures.  But let’s first review each of the nine points, and then we’ll discover what Scripture is tell-

ing us. 

The Nine Points That Guarantees Our Salvation 

1. Salvation is the Gift of God and not of works.  We did nothing to earn salvation, we are not able to earn 

salvation.  And that includes earning the right to keep our salvation.  We can’t earn anything as far as sal-

vation is concerned. 

2. According to the Scriptures, the promise of God guarantees our salvation.  WillGod keep his promise?  Ab-

solutely. 

3. The Safekeeping of God guarantees our salvation.  Is there any entity or force universally that can defeat 

God or force God into doing an act against His will?  No.  God’s will is absolute.  If we can lose our salva-

tion, than man is ‘stronger’ than God and God’s will is weaker than man’s will or sin nature. 

4. The grace of God guarantees our salvation 

5. The unconditional purposes of God guarantees the salvation of the believer. 

6. The intercession and advocacy ministry of Jesus Christ, both past and present, guarantees our salvation. 

7. The Salvation of the believer is also guaranteed by the obedience of Jesus Christ to the will of God. 

8. The purpose of Christ’s redemptive work guarantees our salvation. 

9. The abiding presence of the Holy Spirit guarantees our salvation. 

Isn’t God wonderful?  Not only did He give us the special, eternal gift of salvation, but He wanted us to know 

without a doubt, without a single doubt, that Salvation is forever.  What better motivation do we have in living 

for Christ than knowing that we shall be with Him for all eternity! 

Let’s now look at each of these nine points in greater detail. 



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

• Ephesians 2:5  “even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ 
(by grace you have been saved),” 

• Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God.” 

• Romans 5:15  “But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one 
the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus 
Christ, abound to the many.” 

• Romans 6:23  “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” 

• Romans 11:29  “for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.”  
 
What the above verses are saying … 
1. Salvation is a free gift from God. 
2. Salvation can not be ‘earned’ by man, that means anything we do or don’t do. 
3. God’s gift of salvation is irrevocable. 
 
There are two primary reasons why the Believer cannot lose their salvation.   
 
Should a believer lose their salvation than this would not be a free gift from God, salvation would be 
‘earned’ (works), and Christ’s work at the cross incomplete.  In this same context, ‘keeping’ salvation also 
cannot be the merit of man.  For then we would have something to boast about, and we’re saying that God is 
not strong enough, man had to step in and ‘keep’ the gift God.  We would then be able to boast how we were 
so good, waiting for salvation, we earned our ability to ‘keep’ salvation. 

1.  Salvation Is The Gift of God And Not By Our Works 



Secondly God’s gifts are irrevocable.  Romans 6:23 clearly states that the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  And that is salvation.  Jesus did not once say, the free gift of God is eternal life provid-
ed you now become perfect and ‘earn’ the free ticket you were just given.  It simply states ‘that the wages of 
sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus.’ 
 
The first question I always get upon sharing that salvation is forever is …. 
 
“Well, what about those who fall after being ‘saved’ ………?  This means I could ‘get saved’ and sin all I 
want afterwards.” 
 

We  live in a culture where God is totally non-existent or it is believed everyone will be saved, that we are 
“justified by death” and all anyone needs to do to go to heaven is die, but God’s Word certainly doesn’t give 
us the luxury of this false belief. Any quick and honest reading of the New Testament shows that the Apostles 
were convinced that nobody could go to heaven unless they believed in Christ alone for their salvation  
 

• John 14:6  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father 
but through Me.  

• Romans 10:9–10.  that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting 
in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 

 
Historically, evangelical Christians have largely agreed on this point. Where they have differed has been on 
the matter of the security of salvation. People who would otherwise agree that only those who trust in Jesus 
will be saved have disagreed on whether anyone who truly believes in Christ can lose his salvation. 
 
This concept, called apostasy is from a Greek word that means “to stand away from.” When we talk about 
those who have become apostate or have committed apostasy, we’re talking about those ‘believers’ who have 
fallen from the faith or at least from the profession of faith in Christ that they once made. 
 
Many believers have held that yes, true Christians can lose their salvation because there are several New Tes-
tament texts that seem to indicate that this can happen.  
 

• 1 Timothy 1:18–20:  This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the 
prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you fight the good fight, 19 keeping faith 
and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. 
20 Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will 
be taught not to blaspheme. 

 
Here, in the middle of instructions and encouragement to Timothy for his life and ministry, Paul warns Timo-
thy to … 
• keep the faith   
• keep a good conscience  
• to be reminded of those who didn’t.  
 
The Apostle refers to those who made a “shipwreck of their faith;” men whom he “handed over to Satan that 
they may learn not to blaspheme.” This second point is a reference to Paul’s excommunication of these men, 
and the whole passage combines a sober warning with concrete examples of those who fell away grievously 
from their Christian profession. 
 
There is no question that professing believers can fall and fall radically.  
 
Peter, for example, denied Christ.  



But the fact that he was restored shows that not every professing believer who falls has fallen past the point of 
no return. Reformed theologians have noted that the Bible is full of examples of true believers who fall into 
gross sin and even protracted periods of impenitence. So, Christians do fall and they fall radically. What could 
be more serious than Peter’s public denial of Jesus Christ? 
 
But the question remains, are these people who are guilty of a real fall are irretrievably fallen and as a result 
eternally lost?  Or is this fall a temporary condition that will, in the final analysis, be remedied by their restora-
tion? In the case of a person such as Peter, we see that his fall was remedied by his repentance.  
 
However, what about those who fall away and do not repent?  
 
We could duck the issue and question whether or not, they were true believers in the first place? 
 
Our answer to this question has to be we must leave this person to God..  Paul instructs us in 1 John 2:19  They 
went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; 
but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.   As far as we are concerned as a mem-
ber of Christ’s body we need to see these people as false believers who have never truly been part of the 
church.  
 
John describes the apostasy of people who had made a profession of faith but who never really were converted. 
Moreover, we know that God glorifies all whom He justifies.  (For those whom He foreknew, He also predes-
tined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 
30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these 
whom He justified, He also glorified.   Romans. 8:29–30).  
 
If a person has true saving faith and is justified, God will preserve that person. 
 
So let’s just mark our progress in this train of thought.  One cannot lose their salvation if that person had true 
saving at the moment of their salvation and God will preserve that person.  On the other hand, many have 
‘professed’ to being a Christian, but they have ‘fallen away like Peter.’ 
 
However, if the person who has fallen is still alive, how do we know if he is a true believer? One thing none of 
us can do is read the heart of other people. Whenever we see a person who has made a profession of faith and 
later repudiates it, we do not know whether or not he is a truly regenerate person who’s in the middle of a seri-
ous, radical fall but who will at some point in the future certainly be restored; or whether he is a person who 
was never really converted, whose profession of faith was false from the start. 
 
This question of whether a person can lose his salvation is not an abstract question. It touches us at the very 
core of our Christian lives, not only with regard to our concerns for our own perseverance, but also with regard 
to our concern for our family and friends, particularly those who seemed, for all outward appearances, to have 
made a genuine profession of faith. We thought their profession was credible, we embraced them as brothers 
or sisters, only to find out that they repudiated that faith. 
 
What do you do in a situation like that? First, you pray, and then, you wait. We don’t know the final outcome 
of the situation, and I’m sure there are going to be surprises when we get to heaven. We’re going to be sur-
prised to see people there who we didn’t think would be, and we’re going to be surprised that we don’t see 
people who we were sure would be there.  We simply don’t know the internal status of a human heart or of a 
human soul.  
 
Only God can see that soul, change that soul, and preserve that soul. 



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

• Psalm 23  The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.  (2) He makes me lie down in green pas-
tures; He leads me beside quiet waters. (3) He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of right-
eousness For His name’s sake.  (4) Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  (5) You prepare a ta-
ble before me in the presence of my enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; My cup over-
flows. (6) Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, And I will 
dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

• John 3:16-18  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world 
to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 18 He who believes in Him is 
not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God.   

• John 5:24  “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has 
eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 

• Romans 8:1  Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
• Romans 8:35  Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or perse-

cution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
• Galatians 3:29  And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according 

to promise.  
• Ephesians 1:11  also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His 

purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,  
• Ephesians 2:10  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 

2.  According To Scripture, The Promises Of God Guarantees Our 

Salvation 



John 3:16-18 
 
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not per-
ish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world 
might be saved through Him. 18 He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been 
judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  Yea, and this was 
the very design of God's love in sending him into the world. Whosoever believeth on him - With that faith 
which worketh by love, and hold fast the beginning of his confidence steadfast to the end. God so loved the 
world - That is, all men under heaven; even those that despise his love, and will for that cause finally perish. 
Otherwise not to believe would be no sin to them. For what should they believe? Ought they to believe that 
Christ was given for them? Then he was given for them. He gave his only Son - Truly and seriously. And the 
Son of God gave himself, Galatians 4:4 , truly and seriously. 

Yea, and this was the very design of God's love in sending him into the world. Whosoever believeth on him - 
With that faith which worketh by love, and hold fast the beginning of his confidence steadfast to the end. God 
so loved the world - That is, all men under heaven; even those that despise his love, and will for that cause fi-
nally perish. Otherwise not to believe would be no sin to them. For what should they believe? Ought they to 
believe that Christ was given for them? Then he was given for them. He gave his only Son - Truly and serious-
ly. And the Son of God gave himself, Galatians 4:4 , truly and seriously. 

God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world - Although many accuse him of it.  

He that believeth on him is not condemned - Is acquitted, is justified before God. The name of the only - be-
gotten Son of God - The name of a person is often put for the person himself. But perhaps it is farther intimat-
ed in that expression, that the person spoken of is great and magnificent. And therefore it is generally used to 
express either God the Father or the Son.  

This is the condemnation - That is, the cause of it. So God is clear.  

Jesus says in John 5:24 …..  There’s no ambiguity here.  There are no what if’s.  No legal/religious loopholes 

by which God can get out of His obligation.  Scripture is plain here.  If a man believes then that man has eter-

nal life.  He will not come into judgment.  He has already passed from death to life. 

John 5:24 is pretty clear.  If we believe that God is true to his Word and that the Bible is the very word of God, 

then we can only conclude that what God states is indeed true. 

Jesus did not say that He was giving eternal life to folks as long as they remained faithful, as long as they lived 

a life free from sin.  What Jesus DID SAY was that that man has everlasting life.  Period.  End of sentence. 

• The believer has the promise of salvation 

• The promise of no condemnation 

• The promise of no separation 

Read Romans 8:38-39.  Even in death and although the body is separated from the soul, the believer can never 

be separated from God.  This includes angels, Satan, any creatures, and especially ourselves.  Our future ac-

tions cannot break the bond either.  Nothing can separate us from the love of God, even the things to come.  

When we are saved, God has saved us eternally.  Again, God is responsible for salvation.  Salvation is the 

work of God, not of man.  The completion of salvation is an essential ingredient to the “the free gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus”  Salvation that man can lose, is not a “free gift of God” 

We should all rejoice when we read from Hebrews 13:5, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”  

There are no qualifying fine print to this verse.  Never means forever with God. 



Isn’t it wonderful that our confidence rests not on what we think, but what God says.  Look at Hebrews 6:16-

19. 

As Abraham’s spiritual children, we share an inheritance.  In Galatians 3:29, we find that we are heirs and 

have obtained an inheritance. “being predestinated according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things 

after the counsel of his own will (Ephesians 1:11). 

God does not lie.  His oath and His promises are sure.  They are immutable, or unchanging. 

A believer could no more lose his salvation than Abraham could.  God’s promises to Abraham were uncondi-

tional, which is the same to us. 

This truth should give the believer comfort and stability, not unnecessary anxiety about the future. 



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

• Luke 15:3-7  So He told them this parable, saying, (4) “What man among you, if he has a hundred 
sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the 
one which is lost until he finds it? (5) When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 
(6) And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’ (7) I tell you that in the same way, 
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous per-
sons who need no repentance.  

• John 10:1-16  “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the 

sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is a thief and a robber. (2) But he who enters by the door is 

a shepherd of the sheep. (3) To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he 

calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. (4) When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead 

of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. (5) A stranger they simply will not 

follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers.” (6)) This figure of 

speech Jesus spoke to them, but they did not understand what those things were which He had been 

saying to them.  (7) So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the 

sheep. (8) All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. (9) I 

am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 

(10) The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly. (11) “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. (12) 

He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf com-

ing, and  

3.  The Safekeeping Of God Guarantees Our Salvation. 



• Hebrews 13:5  Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with 
what you have; for He Himself has said, “I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER 
FORSAKE YOU,”  

• Hebrews 6:16-19  For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as 
confirmation is an end of every dispute. 17 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the 
heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, 18 so that by 
two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would 
have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us. 19 This hope we have as an an-
chor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, leaves the 
sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. (13) He flees because he is a hired 
hand and is not concerned about the sheep. (14) I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and 
My own know Me, (15) even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life 
for the sheep. (16) I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they 
will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd.  

• John 10:25-30 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My 
Father’s name, these testify of Me. (26) But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep. 
(27) My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; (28) and I give eternal life to 
them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. (29) My Father, who 
has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s 
hand. (30) I and the Father are one.”  

• Romans 8:28-30  And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. (29) For those whom He foreknew, He 
also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn 
among many brethren; (30) and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He 
called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.  

• Romans 16:25  Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching 
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages 
past,  

• 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24  Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your 
spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 24 Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.  

• Colossians 3:3  For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  
• Ephesians 2:8-9  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 

the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  
• 2 Timothy 1:12  For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I 

have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that 
day.  

• 2 Timothy 4:18  The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His heav-
enly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

• 1 Peter 1:5  who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be re-
vealed in the last time.  

• 2 Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.  

• Jude 1  Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James,  To those who are the called, 
beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: 

• Jude 24-25  Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the pres-

ence of His glory blameless with great joy, (25) to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.  



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

• Luke 6:32-35 
• Luke 15:3-7  So He told them this parable, saying, (4) “What man among you, if he has a hundred 

sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the 
one which is lost until he finds it? (5) When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 
(6) And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’ (7) I tell you that in the same way, 
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous per-
sons who need no repentance.  

• John 1:16  For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.  
• John 17:11  I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to 

You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be 
one even as We are.  

• John 17:15  I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.  
• Romans 4:16  For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that 

the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but al-
so to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all,  

• Romans 5:1-2  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in 
which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  

• Romans 5:6-10  For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. (7) 
For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare 
even to die. (8) But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. (9) Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved 
from the wrath of God through Him. (10) For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

4.  The Grace Of God Guarantees Our Salvation 



• Romans 5:20  The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, 
grace abounded all the more 

• Romans 6:14  For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 
• Romans 8:32  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He 

not also with Him freely give us all things?  
• Ephesians 2:8-9  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 

the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

• Romans 8:28  And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  

• Ephesians 1:5  He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 
the kind intention of His will 

• Ephesians 2:7  so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  

• 1 Corinthians 1:8  who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

• 1 Corinthians 15:10  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not 
prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.  

• 1 Corinthians 15:49-51  Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image 
of the heavenly. (50) Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. (51) Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not 
all sleep, but we will all be changed,  

• Hebrews 2:10  For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, 
in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.  

• Philippians 1:6  For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will 
perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.  

• Philippians 2:12-13  So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 1(3 )for 
it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.  

• Romans 9:14  What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 

5.  The Unconditional Purposes Of God Further Guarantees Salva-

tion Of The Believer. 



• Romans 9:16  So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God 
who has mercy.  

• Romans 9:19-21  You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For who resists His 
will?” (20) On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers back to God? The thing molded will 
not say to the molder, “Why did you make me like this,” will it? (21) Or does not the potter have a 
right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for com-
mon use? 



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

• Luke 22:31-32  “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; (32) 
but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, 
strengthen your brothers.”  

• John 17:9-26  I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have 
given Me; for they are Yours; (10) and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and 
I have been glorified in them. (11) I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the 
world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given 
Me, that they may be one even as We are. (12) While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your 
name which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them perished but the son of 
perdition, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled. (13) But now I come to You; and these things I 
speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. (14) I have given them 
Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world. (15) I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. (16) 
They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. (17) Sanctify them in the truth; Your word 
is truth. (18) As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. (19) For their 
sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth. (20) “I do not ask on 
behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; (21) that they may 
all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the 
world may believe that You sent Me. (22) The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, 
that they may be one, just as We are one; (23) I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected 
in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me. 
(24) Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they 
may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.  

6.  The Intercession And Advocacy Ministry Of Jesus Christ, Both 

Past And Present, Also Guarantees Our Salvation. 



• (25) “O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known You; and these 
have known that You sent Me; (26) and I have made Your name known to them, and will make it 
known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”  

• Romans 8:24  For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for 
what he already sees?  

• Hebrews 7:24-28  but Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood 
permanently. (25) Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through 
Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. (26) For it was fitting for us to have such 
a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens; (27) 
who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and 
then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. (28) 
For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after 
the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever.  

• 1 John 2:1  My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if any-
one sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;  

• Revelation 12:10  Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation, and the power, 
and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.  



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

• John 6:37-40  All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will 
certainly not cast out. (38) For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will 
of Him who sent Me. (39) This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I 
lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. (40) For this is the will of My Father, that everyone 
who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on 
the last day.”  

• John 10:28  and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them 

out of My hand  

7.  The Salvation Of The Believer Is Also Guaranteed By The Obedi-

ence Of Jesus Christ To The Will Of God. 



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

• Ephesians 5:25-27  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Him-
self up for her, (26) so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with 
the word, (27) that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrin-
kle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  

• Hebrews 5:9  And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of 
eternal salvation,  

• 1 Peter 3:18  For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might 
bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;  

8.  The Purpose Of Christ’s Redemptive Work Also Guarantees Our 

Salvation. 



SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

• John 14:16-17  I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you 
forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him 
or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. 

 
The believer has been regenerated, sealed and baptized with the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Holy Spirit is God’s earnest to us.  An earnest is a down payment.  When we purchase an item and use 
credit to pay for it, often the lending institution will require a down payment to ensure that we really do intend 
to go through with our agreement and complete making all of the payments until the item is fully paid. 
 
In the same manner, the Holy Spirit is God’s down payment to ensure to each believer that he fully intends to 
complete giving us the gift of salvation.  Thus the Spirit is God’s earnest to us. 
 
Believers do not give God a pledge of our faith which we can withdraw at any moment.  Rather, God gives us 
the Holy Spirit as His pledge that will receive all that he has purposed and promised. 
 
All of these blessings are directly related to the indwelling presence of the Spirit in the believer’s life  (John 
14:16-17) 
 
The Spirit is eternally in the life of the believer in response to Christ’s prayer to the Father.  There are no con-
ditions in this passage.  He abides with us and in us forever.  

9.  The Abiding Presence Of The Holy Spirit Also Guarantees Our 

Salvation. 



Can a saved person ever again be lost? Can a Christian lose his salvation? Can a person once saved, having 
received God's free gift of eternal life and having been born into the family of God, again return exactly and 
completely to the position of being a lost and guilty sinner in the eyes of God?  
 
Of course not!  
 
The very nature of the spiritual life that has been received—eternal—and the Divine Source and Agent of that 
life—God—forbid drawing the conclusion that a saved person can ever again be lost.  
 
"And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand." -
John 10:28 (NKJV)  
 
This Biblical doctrine that a person who has received Jesus Christ, been born into the family of God, and justi-
fied by faith, can never again be lost is sometimes called eternal security. Others speak of it as the persever-
ance of the saints. The latter expression might better be termed the perseverance of God in behalf of the saints, 
because the security of our salvation does not rest on us but on God—it is based on the work of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.   
 
What is the work of the Father in securing eternally our salvation?  
 
The eternal security of believers rests on the Father's purpose in choosing us to salvation in eternity past and 
predestinating us to sonship in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:4-5). Further,  
 
God's power is promised to keep us secure in salvation (Romans 8:28-30), for the ones that the Father fore-
knew, predestined, called (effectually to salvation, cf. 1 Corinthians 1:21-24), and justified are the very same 
ones he “glorified”. (Paul uses the past tense since in God's sight it is “good as done” that we will one day be 
conformed to the image of Christ in heaven).  
 
Further, Jesus Christ guaranteed that we are secure in His and the Father's hand, and so He will keep safe each 
one who has received the gift of eternal life (John 10:28-29). What is the work of the Son in securing eternally 
our salvation? Our security further rests on the death and the prayers of Jesus Christ. He has redeemed us 
(Ephesians 1:7) and removed the wrath of God from us (Romans 3:25) so that we may be justified (Romans 
5:1), forgiven (Colossians 2:13), and sanctified (1 Corinthians 1:2). Further, "Christ's present ministry in heav-
en of praying for His own consists of two aspects: a preventive ministry (intercession) and a curative ministry 
(advocacy). His prayer in [John] chapter 17 illustrates the preventive aspect. There He prayed that we might be 
kept from the evil one (v. 15), that we would be sanctified (v. 17), that we would be united (v. 21), that we 
would be in heaven with Him (v. 24), and that we might behold His glory (v. 24). Because of His unceasing 
intercession for us He is able to save us completely and eternally (Hebrews 7:25)". [3] -Charles Ryrie The 
“curative” aspect of Christ's present ministry is indicated in 1 John 2:1. When we do sin as believers, He acts 
as our Advocate before the Father, forgiveness and cleansing of all our sins. What is the work of the Holy 
Spirit in securing eternally our salvation? By the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit, we have received eter-
nal life (Titus 3:5). When we trusted Christ, the Holy Spirit began an eternal indwelling ministry in us (John 
14:17). Also He was the seal placed on us by the Father to guarantee our future inheritance (Ephesians 4:30). 
And He baptized us into union with Christ and into the body of believers (1 Corinthians 12:13). Can a saved 
person ever be lost? "For a believer to lose his salvation would demand a reversal and an undoing of all the 
preceding works of the Father, Son, and Spirit. The key issue in the discussion of the believer's security con-
cerns the issue of who does the saving. If man is responsible for securing his salvation, then he can be lost; if 
God secures the person's salvation, then the person is forever secure." [4] -Paul Enns "What then shall we say 
to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?" -Romans 8:31; cf. vv. 32-39 
 


