
Christian Basics: Evangelism:  
Sharing The Good News
Lesson 6



How Effective Christians Live And Minister As 
A Church Witnessing For Christ
• Objective:  The Great Commission (Acts 1:8) We are to witness to our loved ones, 

neighbors, throughout the area we live, our cities, our country, the outermost 
parts of the world.

• The Problem:  Good intentional Christians become so ‘consumed’ with their 
church, its programs, and fellowship that they have less and less involvement 
with those outside of the church – the very people who need to hear the gospel 
of Christ.
• Is their conversion genuine?
• Do they really understand what they’ve been saved from and saved to?

• The Solution -- Understanding that witnessing is not a Christian exercise but a 
natural extension of being a Christian.  You’ve gotta be jazzed about being a 
Christian!  And when you’re jazzed, you’re contagious.

• The Thessalonian Church was an example of a good church that balanced well 
their church program and reaching out to their community (1 Thessalonians 1:10) 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-1-8/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Thessalonians-1-10/


Paul’s Custom of Evangelism

• Paul’s preaching in the synagogue at Thessalonica was “according to his custom” (Acts 17:2). 
• Paul had a plan of action for his ministry, which he customarily followed at most of the cities where he sought to proclaim 

Christ. 

• This “custom” was to find a city with a synagogue, and then to go there on the Sabbath where he was 
granted the opportunity to speak about the Old Testament Scriptures to those gathered. Paul would use this 
opportunity to proclaim Jesus as the Messiah. 

• And so it was at Thessalonica when Paul and the others went to the synagogue and were invited to speak. 
Here, as always, Paul preached of Jesus as Israel’s Messiah. His argument could be summarized: 

• (1) The Old Testament prophets spoke of Messiah. 
• (2) This Messiah must be rejected by His people, Israel, and be put to death for the sins of men. 
• (3) This crucified Christ must, according to the Old Testament prophets, be raised from the dead. 
• (4) Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah, having fulfilled all of these prophecies. 
• (5) Each listener must make a choice, either to accept Jesus as their Messiah, or to reject Him, as the Jewish leaders and 

people of Jerusalem had done. To receive Him was to obtain the forgiveness of sins and the assurance of eternal life; to 
reject Him was to await the future day when He will come to judge and to punish His enemies (cf. Acts 13:38-41).

• As almost always was the case, the response to Paul’s preaching was mixed (Acts 17:4). Some of those who 
heard believed, joining Paul and Silas. An even greater number of Gentiles believed, including a number of
the leading women.

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-17-2/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-13-38_13-41/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-17-4/


Authentic Conversion

• The Thessalonians were nothing if not energetic as evidenced by their authentic conversion (V9-10) and their aggressive 
conduct.

• Paul reports that they ‘turned from idols to serve the living and true God.’  The Thessalonians were genuinely converted to 
Christ.  As a result they did good works (James 2:26)

• The Thessalonians did not evangelize others because they were on the outreach committee of their church.  Instead, it 
was a natural result of their genuine conversion.  Witnessing is not a task or an activity, it is a natural result of a genuine 
conversion from something to being a follower of Christ.

• Conversion involves turning from and turning to.
• The Thessalonians turned from idols and turned to God.
• Both are necessary for genuine conversion to take place.
• It is spiritually natural for a person who is born again to want to turn toward God, to find an outlet for expressing his new life in 

Christ.
• Individual hunger for and willingness to minister is a sign of authentic conversion.

• The Thessalonians were also looking to the future – waiting for His Son from heaven.  They were well-informed about the 
fact that Christ was going to return that they lived with their eyes on the horizon waiting for Jesus.

• Future anticipation is a sign of an authentically converted Christian.
• No one can witness to others without an authentic, energetic faith.
• Contagious faith is rooted firmly in past, active in the present, and hopeful about the future.

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/James-2-26/


Energetic About Their Faith

• Is being a Christian, boring?  Why would you ardently, enthusiastically share your 
life with anyone when you’re so totally bored by it?

• The Thessalonians were energetic about their faith.
• That’s being alive, having a ‘buzz’ if you will.  
• When one is energetic about something, they talk to everyone they know about it.  They’re 

jazzed.  Are you jazzed about being a Christian?

• The Thessalonians were so ‘jazzed’ that even Paul, in his travels, after leaving the 
Thessalonian church had heard about their works of faith, their labor love, and 
their steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  They were excited to live for 
God and they Jazzed up and looking forward to His return.

• Witnessing was an extension, a natural result of their being a Christian.
• They were genuine in their faith
• They were genuinely jazzed about being a Christian
• And their witnessing was a natural, effortless, non-tasked event.



Jazzed Christians Are Well Rooted

• Jazzed, contagious Christians are definitely energetic, but they’re also well 
rooted, or established if you will. (1 Thessalonians 1:5)
• This refers to the way the apostles delivered the Gospel to the Thessalonians as well as to the 

way they received it.  
• Both the presenters and receivers of the Gospel had full assurance of their faith.

• Why was Paul able to deliver the Gospel with such assurance?
• It’s because he lived and preached in the power of the Holy Spirit
• It was not his human abilities that caused others to consider Christ.
• Indeed it was the power of the Spirit that overshadowed Paul’s human stature.
• It was the way Paul lived, not the way he preached, that conveyed the assurance he had in his 

own faith life. (1 Thessalonians 2:8-12)
• There was such a sense of integrity about the apostle Paul’s life and ministry that it was very 

difficult to discount the message he preached.

• Lesson For Us:  When people see that we have been changed by the Gospel, they 
will want to be changed by it as well.

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Thessalonians-1-5/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Thessalonians-2-8_2-12/


Christian Joy

• Paul says the Thessalonians lived through these tribulations ‘with joy of the Holy Spirit’ (Acts 17:1-10)
• The Thessalonians were an exuberant and excited church
• Not hyped-up-happy excited (today’s sports rallies), but excited in the deepest part of their being about what Christ had done for them, excited 

that no trouble could separate them from the love of Christ.

• The early church had a contagious joy that spread throughout Jerusalem and the world (Acts 5:41; 8:8; 13:52; 15:3)

• Joy is part of the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22)
• More non-Christians might want to investigate Christ if those who claimed to be His followers were a little more enthusiastic (joyful) when they 

met together.

• Paul, Silas and Timothy brought four things to Thessalonica that contributed to the church’s enthusiasm that we must bring to our 
evangelism

• The preaching of the Word
• The power of the Holy Spirit
• The persuasion of their assured faith
• The personal example of the Apostles’ lives

• As a result, the Thessalonians “became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe” (Acts 10:7)

• The power of a life being lived for Christ is even more powerful than words spoken for Christ.  
• Both are needed
• Words not backed up by deeds will eventually fall on deaf ears.

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-17-1_17-10/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-5-41/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-8-8/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-13-52/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-15-3/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Galatians-5-22/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-10-7/

