
Will believers know the day
Lesson 3



Basic Question #2

Will Believers Know The Day?
• Matthew 25:13 says Jesus will return at an unknown time, while 

Revelation 12:6 indicates that the Jews will have to wait on the 
Lord 1,260 days, starting when the Antichrist stands in the 
Temple of God and declares himself to be God (2 Thessalonians 
2:4). 

• What prevents believers living during the Tribulation 
knowing/calculating the day Christ will return?  

• What about Daniel’s prophecy (Daniel 9:27) which says after the Abomination 
of Desolation occurs that 3 ½ years of wrath will occur until Jesus establishes 
His Kingdom?

• If the day and the hour cannot be known, doesn't that 
contradict any idea that believers during the Tribulation can 
know the day?

• God repeats the timing of the Abomination of Desolation 
over and over again as though He must be trying to make it 
clear enough to erase all doubt.  We can only conclude that 
God wants us to know precisely this length of time.
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Based On The Abomination of Desolation, 
Will Believers Know The Day? 

1. Daniel 9:27: midst of the week (7) = 3 1/2 years

2. Revelation 13:5:  forty two months = 3 1/2 years

3. Revelation 12:6:  1,260 days = 3 1/2 years

4. Daniel 12:7, Rev. 12:6, 14:  Time, Times and an half

5.    2 Thessalonians 2:3-4:  Along with above times pinpoints the beginning 
point

The Tribulation (one week)

Daniel 9:27

42 months

3 1/2 Years

1,260 days

Revelation 13:5

Revelation 12:6

Time, Times and an half

Abomination of Desolation
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Point 1:

The Unknown Day versus Known Day

Unknown Day Known DayVersus

Matthew 24:36, 42, 44; 25:13 Daniel 9:27; 12:7

Rev. 12:6, 14; 13:5

Perhaps Christ's Second Coming looks like ........

Known Day
“The Day of the Lord”

Unknown Day
“The Rapture”

Tribulation
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The Umbrella
• Matthew 24:44

Total surprise.  Not expecting it.  Continued looking

• Luke 21:28

Not a surprise, in fact expecting it.  Momentary looking. The difference 
is awareness versus surprise.  

This difference is why I conclude there must be two aspects of Jesus Second 
Coming.  For His coming after the tribulation believers will know the time, 
for His coming before the tribulation, believers will not know the time.

Total Surprise Expecting - Looking - Aware

?
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Discussion Point #1
Known vs Unknown Day

Question Discussion

Its impossible for Tribulation believers to know the day because 
Matthew 24:36 states this.  The Bible uses progressive 
revelation. 

To understand most prophecies require a reading of all 
scriptures.  One verse alone, out of context, can lead to 
speculation.

There are not two days, rather two groups of people: believers 
and unbelievers. The day is unknown to unbelievers only.

However, Jesus was addressing the disciples and said you ... 
believers ... know not the day.

Daniel 12 mentions 1260, 1290 and 1335 days.  One really can't 
be sure of any known day.

This argument misses two major points:  (1) The start of the 
counting of days is quite clear.   (2) The 1260 days refers 
specifically to the time allotted to the Beast to wreak havoc 
here.

Matthew 24:22 says the days are shortened.  So if the time 
period is shortened, one cannot accurately predict the day. 

Jesus was not changing prophecy. Even God cannot change 
God's Word. About sixty years after Jesus spoke of shortening 
the days, the apostle John wrote of this same period of time. 
According to him the full 1260 days or 3½ years or 42 months is 
still intact (Revelation 12:6, 14; 13:5).  A day is a day 
irrespective of its hours.

The time is rounded off, so exact day is unknown. 1260 is too exact of a time frame for rounding off.  Also, God 
has specifically stated the same numbers in 3 different formats.

The Abomination of Desolation is not a clear-cut event.  It 
spans over several days or more. 

Quite the opposite.  Daniel, Jesus and John clearly state this is a 
clear-cut event. The abomination of desolation is a dead 
giveaway. Once you know its date, you know the date of 
Christ's return
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Discussion Point #2
Known vs Unknown Day

Question Discussion

The Abomination of Desolation has already occurred.  
Therefore cannot be used to date Christ's return. 

It is true that precursory fulfillments have already occurred, but 
when Jesus places the abomination in connection with the 
tribulation immediately preceding His coming (Matthew 24), 
then we know there remains a future and final fulfillment.  
Antiochus Epippenies IV’s Abomination is not what Jesus 
references, only a future event.

The date is unknown because Christ comes sometime before 
the tribulation, but the seven-year tribulation does not begin 
immediately. So if you don't know how long the gap is, then 
you won't know when the seven-year tribulation begins, and 
then you won't be able to calculate the date of Christ's return. 

This misses the point altogether. The point is that the 
countdown begins at mid-trib with the Abomination of 
Desolation which is a three-and-one-half-year countdown.

Daniel 12 mentions 1260, 1290 and 1335 days.  One really can't 
be sure of any known day.

This argument misses two major points:  (1) The start of the 
counting of days is quite clear.   (2) The 1260 days refers 
specifically to the time allotted to the Beast to wreak havoc 
here.

The date is unknown because there is a gap from the end of 
the tribulation to Christ’s return. Therefore this makes it 
impossible to predict the return of Christ.

This theory is unworkable because Matthew 24:29–30 puts His 
coming "immediately after the tribulation."

The date could be calculated, but it won’t be. Now the Bible says, not only that they can, but that they 
actually will know the day of Christ's return. The angel said to 
Daniel, "The wise shall understand" (Daniel 12:10). Understand 
what? What was the very thing Daniel was asking the angel 
about? The time. It's in the context.
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