
Christian Basics: Baptism
Lesson 3



What Is Baptism

• Baptism is one of two sacraments or ordinances practiced in most 
Christian Churches.  The other is Communion.

• At its core, Baptism represents identification of a saved individual 
with Jesus Christ.  It is a public announcement of the individual’s 
eternal commitment in following Christ as both Lord and Savior. 
• It does not convey salvation in any way, shape, or form.

• The water of baptism points to the cleansing from sin that is found by 
that is found by placing one’s trust in Jesus Christ.  The act of baptism 
signifies a connection to and identification with the Body of Christ, 
the church, and the new life of obedience into which the Christian 
enters when he/she places faith in Christ.



Two Types of Baptism

• The baptism of those who profess faith in Jesus Christ:  Believers Baptism
• This Baptism is for the professing Christian who has made Christ Lord & Savior.

• The baptism of children of Christians:  Child Baptism
• This baptism is for parents committing to God to raise their child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
• Child dedication or baptism does not save a child in any way, shape, or form.
• Child Dedication is a ceremony where Christian parents commit to prayerfully, actively, and intentionally raise 

their child in the ways of Christ, desiring that the child will put his/her faith and trust in Christ as their 
personal Savior and Lord.  When the child personally comes to faith in Christ, then he/she would be baptized 
based on their own profession of faith (Believers Baptism)

• This is also a ceremony where Christian parents commit to prayerfully, actively, and intentionally raise their 
child in the ways of Christ, desiring that the child will put his/her faith and trust in Christ as their personal 
Savior and Lord.  In addition, it identifies the child with the church community and the Body of Christ, 
acknowledging that God, in His grace has placed the child within the fellowship of the people of God.

• Whereas there are differences between child dedication and child baptism, many Christians support only 
Believer’s Baptism and Child Dedication.  Most believers believe that it is meaningful to publicly commit their 
children unto the Lord, in a ceremony performed in front of the church.

• The question of poured, sprinkled, or dunked children dedication/baptism is a useless discussion since they 
are not Believer’s Baptism.  A proper study and understanding of scripture indicates that only submersion is 
proper for Believer’s Baptism.



Believer’s Baptism

• Requirements
• Faith

• Confession of Faith

• Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ

• Meaning of Baptism
• Romans 6:1-11

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Romans-6-1_6-11/


Process of Baptism

• The Greek word baptize meant “to dip” as in dipping (submerging) a piece of cloth into a vat of dye.

• Physical baptism is an image of being buried with Christ in the grave and rising with Christ in new life 
(Romans 6:1-11)

• Only Baptism by “dipping” (immersion) presents this picture of going down and coming up.

• An example of when/how to baptize in Acts 8:26-40
• Philip is sent to witness to an Ethiopian eunuch.

• Forged from the Scriptures (8:29-40)
• Focused on the Savior (8:35)
• Invitation to accept the Gospel (8:36-40)
• The response of belief (8:36-37)
• The response of baptism (8:38) 

• This encounter illustrates 5 concepts about the Gospel
• The inclusive nature of the Gospel
• The importance of one single individual to Christ
• The importance of immediate obedience to the Spirit of God
• The importance of the instant recall of scripture
• To instruct our Converts in the matter of Baptism

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Romans-6-1_6-11/
https://biblia.com/books/kjv1900/Acts 8:26-40
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-8-29_8-40/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-8-35/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-8-36_8-40/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-8-36_8-37/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Acts-8-38/

